
PERSIAN EMPIRE (the Empire of "silver," the "bear," the "ram")

Gyrus 559-530 BG "the Great" (Persian: Ku-rash "bestow care," Hebrew: Koresh,Isaiah
44:28;45:1 & 13)

Royal title: King of Persia, King of Anshan, King of Media, King of Babylon, King of Sumer and
Akkad, King ofthe four corners of the World. Cyrus ruled an empire that embraced all previous
civilized states of the ancient Near East from the Mediterranean in the west to the Indus River in the
east. It was the largest empire the world had yet seen. Cyrus built his empire by conquering first the
Median Empire, then the Lydian Empire, the small states or central Asia, and the Neo-Babylonian
Empire. His rule ended when he died in battle before invading Egypt. His motto was "diversity in
counsel, unity in command. Cyrus respected the cultures of the nations he united. He attempted to
win allegiance by supporting issues important and profitable to his subjects. He permitted the
restoration of the Jewish nation in Judea with a Temple, but without kings. His edict of restoration is

recorded at the end of 2 Chronicles and the beginning of Ezra. He is mentioned in Ezr4 chapters l-6
fourteen times and in Daniel three times. Daniel refers to Cyrus by another name, Darius, which
may have been given to him by his Median mother.

Gambyses 529-522 BC

The son of Cyrus extended the empire by conquering Egypt and invading Sudan (Cush). Bardiya,
who was either the true brother of Cambyses or an imposter, revolted. The son of Cyrus died under
controversial circumstances, either by suicide or by accident when his own sword wounded him as

he got on his horse. Some suspectthat he was actually removed by his lance bearer, who became the

next king of Persia. Cambyses is not mentioned in the Bible.

Darius I "the Great" 421-4a6 BG (Persian; Darayavahush,Hebrew: Dorywesh)

Darius was from a new Persian noble family. He suppressed revolts across the empire that included
a year and a half siege of Babylon and the elimination of a rival claimant to the throne of Persia
(Gautama). Darius eventually extended Persia to include Thrace and Macedonia in Europe. Darius
invaded Greece to punish them for aiding the revolting Greeks of [onia in western Asia Minor. The
Greeks defeated Persia at Marathon in 490. Darius was an able administrator, who reformed the
coinage, built the Royal road and a system of overland communication, erected many buildings, and

made Aramaic the official language of government. Darius is mentioned seventeen times in Ezra,

Nehem iah, Haggai and Zechwiah.

Xerxes I 485-465 BG (Persian: Chshayarsha, Hebrew: Ahashverosh)

Xerxes was the son Darius I and the daughter of Cyrus the Great. Xerxes He melted the statue of
Bel-Marduk and put down several revolts in Babylon and therefore refused his father's title of King
of Babylon. Like his father Xerxes invaded Greece with a fleet and an army. Persia won at
Thermopylae (land), burned Athens, but were defeated decisively at Salamis (sea) in 480. Returning
from Greece, Xerxes engaged in extensive building projects. Xerxes is mentioned once inEzra and

is a prime figure in the book of Esther. Xerxes was assassinated by the head of the palace guard.

Artaxerxes I 4il-424 BG (Persian: Ardeshir "whose reign is through truth," Hebrew: Artakhshast)

Artaxerxes was the son of Xerxes, grandson of Darius and great-grandson of Cyrus. He adopted
preferred to affack Greece through financial pressure rather than military invasion. The Greeks

attacked, were defeated and peace was established in 449. At nearly the same time Artaxerxes put
Ezrain charge of Judean affairs and sent Nehemiah with permission to rebuilt the city walls of
Jerusalem. Artaxerxes is mentioned fifteen times in EzraandNehemiah.



Xerxes L 424 BC

Xerxes was crown prince when his father died. He reigned a month and a half and was not
acclaimed by all the provinces. He had two rivals who had him killed.

Sogdianus 424423 B.G.

One of the rivals of Xerxes II was Sogdianus who ruled a bit more than six months and was killed by
the head of the Persian cavalry.

Darius ll 423-405 BC

The surviving rival secured the throne, changing his name from Ochus to Darius. Little is know of
his reign except a revolt in Media and several palace intrigues involving his wives and sons.

Artaxerxes ll 4O4-359 BC

The son of Darius II defeated the Greeks in battle but lost Egypt to the empire. Artaxerxes II had
115 sons by 350 wives. He restored the palace at Susa and built extensively at Persepolis, the other
Persian capital.

Artaxerxes lll 358-338 BG

Artaxerxes was the son of his 86-year old father and came to the throne in the middle of a bloodbath
that wiped out the rest of his father's family. He successfully recaptured Egypt in two campaigns and
put down revolts in Phoenicia and Cyprus. In Greece the father of Alexander the Great, Philip of
Macedonia, was urging the Greeks to stand up to Persia. In his reign the cult of Ahuramazdaand
Mithras overshadowed that of the Zoroastrian fire religion of Persia. The king may have been
poisoned.

Arses (Artaxerxes lV) 337-336 BG (Persian: Arshaka, "manly")

Arses was the youngest son of Artaxerxes III and a puppet of Bogoas, the general who was
responsible for his father's death. Arses plotted revenge but was killed. An inscription from Samaria
indicates that he also used his father's name.

Darius lll 335-330 BG

Darius was a cousin of Arses and the second choice of Bogoas. He became the last survivor of the
royal dynasty. His one achievement was to eliminate Bogoas. Darius III was inept as leader and
adminishator. Alexander the Great invaded his Empire and defeated the Persians at Granicus in 334
and Issus in 333. In 331 Darius fled the field at Gaugamela and failed to raise further opposition.
He died at the hands of his own soldiers and was replaced as "king of kings" by Alexander.



NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE (the Empire of "gold")

Nabopolassar 626 BG - 605 BG (Nabu-apla-usur)

After the death of Ashurbanipal in 627 BC, the Assyrian Empire began to disintegrate, riven by internal strife.
Babylon revolted with the help of the Chaldean tribe (Bit Kaldu),led by Nabopolassar. Nabopolassar seized the

throne, and the Neo-Babylonian dynasty was born. Nabopolassar was able to spend the next three years

undisturbed, consolidating power in Babylon itself, due to the brutal civil war between the Assyrian king and

his brother in southem Mesopotamia. Nabopolassar marched his army into Assyria proper in 616 BC and

attempted to besiege Assur and Arrapha, but was defeated on this occasion. Nabopolassar made alliances with
other former subjects of Assyria, the Medes, Persians, Elamites and Scythians. In 615 and 614 BC attacks were made on

Assur and Arrapha and both fell. During 613 BC the Assyrians seem to have rallied and repelled Babylonian and

Median attacks. However in 612 BC Nabopolassar and the Median king Cyaxares led a coalition of forces including
Babylonians, Medes, Scythians and Cimmerians in an attack on Nineveh, and after a bitter three-month siege, it finally
fell. Nabopolassar was king the year Daniel was taken to Babylon. He died soon thereafter

Nebuchadnezzar ll 604 BG - 562 BG (Nabu-kuduri-susur)

Nebuchadnezzar ll followed his father. Nebuchadnezzar was a patron of the cities and a spectacular builder. He rebuilt
all of Babylonia's major cities on a lavish scale. His building activity at Babylon was what tumed it into the immense

and beautiful city of legend (the "Hanging Gardens of Babylon"). His city of Babylon covered more than three square

miles, surrounded by moats and ringed by a double circuit of walls. The Euphrates flowed through the center of the city,
spanned by a beautiful stone bridge. A capable leader, Nabuchadnezzarll, conducted successful military campaigns in
Syria and Phoenicia, forcing tribute from Damascus, Tyre and Sidon. In 597 BC he invaded Judah and captured

Jerusalem and deposed its king Jehoiachin. Egyptian and Babylonian armies fought each other for control of the near

east throughout much of Nebuchadnezzar'sreign, and this encouraged king Zedekiahof Israel to revolt. After an l8
month siege Jerusalem was captured in 587 BC, thousands of Jews were deported to Babylon and Solomon's Temple

was razed to the ground. A rather large portion of the record of Nebuchadnezzar's reign is missing.

Evil-Merodach 562 BG - 560 BG (Amel-Marduk)

Amel-Marduk was the son and successor of Nebuchadrezzarll. He reigned only two years (562 - 560 BC). According
to the Biblical Book of Kings, he pardoned and released Jehoiachin, king of Judah, who had been a prisoner in Babylon
for thirty-seven years. Allegedly because Amel-Marduk tried to modiff his father's policies, he was murdered by
Neriglissar, his brother-in-law, who succeeded him.

Neriglissar 56O - 556 BC

Neriglissar appears to have been a more stable ruler, conducting a number of public works, restoring temples.

Labashi-Marduk 556 BG

Labashi-Marduk Chaldean king of Babylon (556 BC), and son of Neriglissar. Labashi-Marduk succeeded his father
when still only a boy, after the latter's four-year reign. He was murdered in a conspiracy only nine months after his

inauguration. Nabonidus was consequently chosen as the new king.

Nabonidus 556 - 539 BG (Nabu-naid)

Nabonidus's background is not clear. He is quite likely not a blood descendant of the kings that preceeded him.
Nabonidus says himself in his inscriptions that he is of unimportant origins. Similarly, his mother, who lived to high age

and may have been connected to the temple of the Akkadian moon god Sin in Harran; in her inscriptions does not

mention her descent. Nabonidus spent time restoring the temple of the moon god at Tema in north Arabia. For long

periods he entrusted rule to his son, Prince Belshazzar, who was a capable soldier but poor politician.


